
Address given by Dr Gabor Thomas at the unveiling of a new interpretation panel on the site of 

University of Reading excavations, Tayne Field, Lyminge, 2012-15, Saturday October 27th 2018. 

As we gather here to inaugurate this new interpretation panel it is worth spending a few moments 

to remind ourselves what once stood on this site for it has exceptional significance, not only for 

understanding Lyminge’s evolution as an Anglo-Saxon settlement, but also for its place in the wider 

story of the making of an independent Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Kent.  At some point in the early 

years of the seventh century AD, soon after the accession of King Eadbald of Kent (616-640), and 

probably under his direct instruction, a series of monumental scale timber halls was constructed on 

the plateau just in front of us.  This was far from being a green field site: our excavations revealed 

that an Anglo-Saxon settlement thrived here throughout the sixth century, accompanied by two 

cemeteries known from previous archaeological investigations on the outskirts of the village. The 

seventh-century royal complex unearthed on this site represents one of the rarest classes of 

settlement known from Anglo-Saxon England.  Although the timber halls have long since vanished, 

the shadowy foundations preserved under the ground contained a wealth of constructional detail 

combined with some highly evocative individual artefacts — fragments of luxury glass vessels and a 

gaming piece matched by the contents of Anglo-Saxon princely burials such as at Sutton Hoo.  This 

discovery embodies a meeting between archaeology and the poetic imagery of Beowulf — mutual 

perspectives on the feasting and mead-hall culture that provided the glue for early medieval warrior 

society.  It is undoubtedly one of the jewels of Kentish archaeology, ranking alongside, for example, 

the Dover Bronze Age boat for its rarity and significance. 

The erection of this panel on Tayne Field today marks an important milestone in the evolving 

relationship between University of Reading archaeologists and the village of Lyminge.  The 

excavations conducted at this site and other sites in the village since 2007 received an amazing level 

of support, enthusiasm and participation from local residents, well beyond what I could have 

predicted at the start of the project.  This has been community archaeology at its enriching best and 

the unveiling of this panel encapsulates what can be achieved by fruitful partnerships between 

universities and local communities. It is my sincere hope that this sign will be followed by further 

legacy-building initiatives designed to celebrate Lyminge’s early medieval heritage as a source for 

fostering community pride and identity. Please join me in celebrating today’s achievement as the 

first of many. 

 


